5-6 April
Sunday 5                                                              ABYSSINIA
The Italians claim to have turned the retirement of the
Emperor's troops after the battle of Lake Ashan^i into a des-
perate flight towards the south. All the available aeroplanes,
including those from the base at IVlassawa, have Ixvn bombing
the Abyssinians, and sixty-four tons of explosive are said to
have been dropped during the last two days. Marshal liadoglio
declares that the defeat of the Abyssinians is of such proportions
that it allows him to conceive and realise the most daring
plans.
SPAIN
The municipal elections have been deferred sine die. This
decision has caused great relief to those who fcsircd that fac-
tionist rivalries would turn the Jiesfa of I Caster Hunday into a
day of mourning. During Holy Week the Cortes will discuss
the prerogative of the President of the Republic under Article
Si of the Constitution, which states that a President may
dissolve the Cortes twice, and that the first act of the third
Cortes shall be to examine the reason for the dissolution of its
predecessor. Should the majority of the House vote unfavour-
ably, the President must resign. Sciior Alcala Zuinorsi has twice
dissolved the Cortes, but there seems little chance of the Cortes
censuring his motives because the Republicans and Left Group
have been demanding this dissolution for some time, and it has
led to their electoral victory.
THE BESIEGED MISSIONARIES SAFE
The Shansi authorities officially announce that Government
troops have relieved Hungtung and Pingyang, ;md that all the
missionaries are safe. There arc still 4,000 Communists in the
Hungtung area, but the back of the invasion has been broken.
Monday 6                                           EMPLOYMENT FIGURES
A new high record of employment was reached in March.
The number of persons in employment rose to 10,630,000, an
increase of 411,000 on the March total of last year. The im-
provement is seen in all the administrative divisions except
South Wales. The building industry has made a particularly
rapid advance, but increased activity is general in the iron, and
steel, the engineering, and other metal industries, as well as
the seasonal spring industries.
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